                            PRAYER DIARY FOR MARCH 2008 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. Eph.6.18
1
Thank God for the seasons and the approach of spring time after winter, a vivid illustration of the resurrection.  Pray for this morning’s prayer breakfast.
2
Mothering Sunday.  Pray for the benefice communion service, especially the talk by Caroline Taylor of  Happy Child Mission.  Also pray for the Café Church Family Service at the Baptist Church, for it to be a special blessing to all the families who attend, particularly mothers.
3
Pray for Peter and Margaret Beard at the Eastern Baptist Association Ministers’ Conference until Wednesday.  Pray that they find it very helpful and encouraging.  Also pray for this evening’s Deanery Synod Meeting, for unity and vision.
4
Pray for a happy day for Bures School’s Reception Class’s visit to Colchester Zoo.
5
Pray for Year 3’s visit to Gainsborough’s House, that they will enjoy the pictures and become really interested in art.   Also pray for the couples on the Marriage Course, that it is making a big difference to their communication skills and their relationships.  Thank God for the enjoyment of the course by them all.
6
Pray for the School Assembly in church this morning.  Pray for our church leaders’ ‘Prayer and Share’ time today, that it will be a greatly beneficial time of mutual help and encouragement.
7
Pray for the Women’s World Day of Prayer services throughout the world today, including Bures.  Pray for the Friday Club after-school club, for a happy and interesting time.  Also pray for the success of the school’s Years 3 and 4 rehearsing this afternoon and  performing this evening at a concert at Snape Maltings.
8
Pray for the success of the Bures PSA fund-raising and social evening with Michael J. Fitch.  Pray that many parents will meet and make new friends.

9
Lent 5.  Pray for the Cluster Service at Sudbury Baptist church this evening, for joyful worship and the presence of the Holy Spirit to bring unity.
10
Thank God for the school’s Victorian Day today.  May it be a very happy time and  an excellent way of showing the children what life would have been like then.
11
Pray for the School Open Day and parent consultations this afternoon and Thursday evening.  Pray that at least one parent of every child can attend, and for good communication between them and the staff.
12
Pray for the final session of the Marriage Course, for everyone to remember what they have learnt and that the fun they have had may encourage others to go on the next course.  Pray for children from the school to enjoy the Stoke by Nayland Middle School performance morning.
13
Pray for the homeless.  Ask God to help us be generous with what we have.  Pray for Christian organizations reaching out to them, especially those in Colchester and Sudbury.
14
Pray for the Tweens Club meeting early this evening.  Pray for Peter and Margaret Beard and their helpers and all the children.
15
Pray for Younger Church leaders that God will help them prepare for tomorrow’s sessions and be with them as they help the children to advance in their faith.  
16
Palm Sunday.  Pray that this Holy Week we will spend time thinking about Jesus’s amazingly love in going willingly to the cross, and God’s amazing power in raising Him from the dead.
17
Pray for all our clergy and pastors in the busy-ness of Holy Week.  Pray that God will totally inspire their sermons, and we will open our hearts to their words.
18
Pray for Parliament.  Pray for the impact for good there of all Christians whether members of the Houses of Commons and Lords or behind the scenes.
19
Pray for Bures PCC meeting this evening.  Pray for unity, love and vision.  Thank God for the members’ willingness to serve the church in this valuable way.
20
Maundy Thursday.   Pray for the School End of Term Easter Service at the Baptist Church this morning, for the children to grasp the true meaning of Easter.  Also pray for the presence of the Holy Spirit at the Maundy Thursday supper in the evening.
21
Good Friday.  Pray for the services in Bures on this special day:  worship with Communion at the Baptist Church, and Family Service in the morning and meditative service in the afternoon at the parish church.  Ask God to help us understand more clearly the meaning of Jesus’s sacrificial death.
22
Pray for many depressed or in mourning, that they will be aware of God’s understanding and comfort.
23
Easter 1.  Pray for the Baptist Church Fellowship Breakfast followed be Easter Sunday Worship and the four communion services in the benefice parish churches today.  May we be able to say with joy, “Christ is Risen!” – “He is risen indeed!”
24
Pray for the school holidays, for the children to have special and happy times.  Ask God to watch over those whose parents work or are away during the day, and that good arrangements will have been made.
25
Pray for Fairtrade Fortnight which starts today.  Pray that more people will make every effort to buy products that help small-scale farmers.
26
Pray for all couples getting married in the benefice this year, and for those on the church marriage preparation team:  Elizabeth Tozer, Sarah Pryor, Amanda Gerry, Tricia Box and Sue Ryman.  Ask God to make clear any areas of difficulty and the solutions to them.
27
Pray for our forces in Afghanistan and ask God that their presence is tremendous influence for good.  Pray for their anxious families at home, for God’s comfort.
28
Pray for the team from Harnhill Healing Centre teaching and healing this weekend.  Pray for their protection and safe travel.
29
Pray for  those attending the Harnhill teaching sessions today, especially the church ministry team, that they will be enlightened, renewed and encouraged.
30
Easter 2.  Pray for the Healing Service at Assington and the ministry of the Harnhill Team.  Pray for God to be powerfully present and for miraculous answers to prayer.
31
Pray for all the plans and arrangements for the Benefice Weekend from 2nd to 4th May.  Pray that as many as possible will be able to come and that as well as our having a very happy time God will draw us closer to Himself.
For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  Ps.100:5a, 4b
