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18th May 2008
Creation
The Reading is taken from parts of Genesis Chapters 1 and 2.

 On the fifth day, God said, 
“I command the sea to be full of living creatures, 


 and I command birds to fly above the earth.”  21So God made the giant sea monsters and all the living creatures that swim in the sea.  And then he made every kind of bird!


God looked at all he had done, and he saw that it was good. 

22     Then he gave the living creatures his blessing – He told the sea creatures to live everywhere in the sea, 
and the birds to live everywhere on the earth.  24 The next day, God said, “I command the earth to give life to all kinds of animals – tame ones, wild ones, and all kinds of reptile.”  And that’s what happened!  God made every one of them, and when he looked at what he had done, he saw it was good.

26    Then God said, “Now we will make humans, and they will be like us.  We will let them rule the fish, the 
birds, and all other living creatures.”  27 So God created humans to be like himself – he made men and women.  28     God gave them his blessing and said: “Have a lot of children!    Fill the earth with people and bring it under 
your control.  I have provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to eat, 30 And I have given the green plants as food for everything that breathes.  There will be food for every animal and bird on the earth.”

31    God looked at all he had done – and it was all very good! 

2: 2 
By the seventh day God had finished his work, and so he rested.  God blessed the seventh day and made it special, because on that day he rested from all his work.      8 The Lord made a garden in a place called Eden; He planted all kinds of beautiful trees and fruit trees in the garden.  Two other trees were in the middle of the garden.  One of the trees gave life;  the other gave the power to know the difference between right and wrong. 

15      The Lord God put the man and the woman in the Garden of Eden to take care of it.    16   And the Lord God
said to them, “You are free to eat fruit from any tree in the garden;  except from the one that has the power to let you know the difference between right and wrong.  If you eat fruit from that tree, you will die before the day is over!”
25     Although the man and his wife were both naked, they were not ashamed.
Sermon
One day in the Garden of Eden, Eve calls out to God, "Lord, I have a problem!"

"What's the matter, Eve?"

"Lord, I know you've created me, and have provided this beautiful garden,   and all of these animals and everything, but I'm just not happy". 

"Why is that, Eve?"  he asked.  

"Because I am lonely, I have no-one to talk to”

"Well, Eve, in that case, I shall create a man for you."                                      
"What's a 'man'," she asked.
"Well he’s a flawed creature, with aggressive tendencies,  and an inability to empathize, or listen to you properly…                                            but on the other hand, he'll be bigger and faster and stronger than you.  He'll be good at fighting, and hunting animals, and kicking a ball about…  and quite good looking too."

"Sounds OK," says Eve, 

"Yes, well, you can have him on one condition," said God.  "Because of his fragile ego, you'll have to let him believe that I made him first." 

In our reading today we hear about God’s creation …  the extent, the beauty, and the diversity of creation, 
and that God was satisfied with all that he had made.   As Jo said last Sunday at Little Cornard, 
God is so generous in his provision for us.  He doesn’t just do “necessary”, he does “WOW”.  
We used to get a magazine called National Geographic, I haven’t seen it lately but it was amazing.  The photographs were beautiful, and the sheer variety of landscape and wildlife was jaw-dropping.  The pictures of waterfalls and deserts, ravines and mountain ranges, prairies and jungles, every sort of peculiar animal and bird and fish, the different colours and shapes and habits of each species so distinct and sometimes unimaginable. Creation is a work of extraordinary genius and ingenuity….  And even though I understand about evolution, it is impossible for me to believe that there has been anything random about it, that it all just happened by accident at the beginning.  Because each sort of creature or plant, is not just different from the other sort, they are all individually different as well, the way each human being is different, each leaf, each snowflake.
We don’t have to look far to see the amazing beauty all around us, even just in our small patch in East Anglia.  
We love the hedgerows, the luscious green everywhere, the wild lilac, the bluebells in Aga Fen. …the wonderful, wild profusion of it all.  This afternoon on the Rogation walk we celebrate all that, we thank God for the seasons, the rain and the sunshine, and ask Him to bless the crops.

When we think that God created all this, and then created us as the pinnacle of his creation to care for all the rest.  He left this lovely planet supposedly safe in our hands.
We are very good at caring for our gardens, and we look forward every year to the “Open Gardens” weekend.  
 But how good are we at stewarding the wider environment?  The earth’s recourses are being depleted 
by man’s wastefulness, laziness and greed,  and it’s up to each of us to make a difference in any way we can…
For myself it has taken me quite a while to catch on… to understand that just having low-energy light bulbs, 
not using the tumble drier, and being more careful about the re-cycling, might not seem much, but if we are all doing it, there could be a big improvement worldwide.  “Lighter living” is now the order of the day, being more thoughtful about our carbon footprint.  Shopping ethically and locally, buying fair-trade and organic products,
thinking about simplicity and sustainability.
This year Holiday Club is called “Wonderful World”, and the children are probably already “greener” 
and more “ecologically aware” than we are,  thanks to all the work that goes on in school.  But whatever age we are, we can’t duck our responsibility. This is God’s Kingdom not ours, and we need to live in a more gentle way.
Astronauts have spoken about the amazing and touching sight of earth from space,  that it is even more beautiful from a distance, somehow vulnerable looking, enough to move them to tears.
So what has gone wrong with God’s plan? Why do bad things happen to good people?  Why was there a typhoon in Burma…  where the people are already poor and oppressed?  Why was there a huge earthquake in China just a few days later?  Why is nature not just beautiful … but also “red in tooth and claw”?  Why do human beings, made in God’s image, hurt one another?  

Of course we can’t see the whole plan, we are only somewhere in the middle of the book, we can look back at history, at the previous chapters, and we can look at our own time, our own story, our chapter if you like.  

But we can’t see ahead, the unfolding of the future….and nor should we.
In the same creation story when we see our need to care for our surroundings, we are also asked to care for ourselves. God ordained that we rest on the seventh day and of course it is right that we have one day off each
week..  Our creator knew that we are not designed to work more than six days and it makes sense for us to obey Him.  So we try to keep the Sabbath Day, have Sunday as our special Holy day.  If we consistently flout God’s wisdom we pay the price sooner or later,  because without enough free-time or holiday, our health, physically or mentally, will deteriorate.

Napoleon started decimalisation in France, everything was broken down into multiples of 100, so the natural order of paces, feet, hands and pounds were all converted into convenient multiples of 10.  By and large it works well enough…  and we have now adopted most of that in this country.  But Napoleon decided that he also wanted to decimalise time, and make a 10 day week… and there, he fell down.  God knows that we need the seventh day to rest, but Napoleon thought he know better and decreed that there would only be one day off in 10.  The armies marched and fought for nine days and then rested for one day and so on…   
I’m not sure how long the experiment lasted but of course in the end, even though the men literally soldiered on, (because they know they would be shot for insubordination if they didn’t) …the horses just lay down and died.  You can bully a soldier, but in the end you can’t go against nature, and Napoleon and his generals had to admit that the plan wouldn’t work, and they went back to the 7 day week.

God rested on the seventh day, not because he was tired, but because his work of creation was now complete, 
it was a day to stop and enjoy the fruit of his labour.  For us too the seventh day (whether it is actually Sunday or not), is the day, not only to stop and think about the work we have done, but also to contemplate God’s creation, and his redemption, a day to be thankful to Him.  
Ironically the Garden of Eden was situated between the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers... the location of modern day Iraq.  What, must Iraq be like now?  Hardly a beautiful garden, and hardly being worked and cared for in the way that God intended.  And yet maybe, in 10 or twenty years time it will be a beautiful and peaceful place again. The landscape could be green, and people could have re-built, and re-populated their country.  
God has made it possible for nature to mend.  
Our bodies mend by themselves, cuts and grazes heal over leaving no trace, bones knit together,

 By and large we repair ourselves to some extent… in a way that man-made machines just can’t even begin.  
Landscapes torn apart by earthquakes, floods or fires… are clothed in green foliage again in time.  Each winter we stare at the snow or frost, the bare earth, and the seemingly lifeless branches of dead-looking trees, and each year there is a miracle as nature springs back to life.
On the seventh day in the Garden, everything was perfect and complete…  of course we all know what happened next, but today on Trinity Sunday lets just celebrate creation and bask in that sense of perfection, the moment of beauty and glory when everything was just as God meant it to be.  Nothing added or taken away, man and woman in perfect harmony with God.  
It seems appropriate at Trinity to think about perfection and completeness and unity… that Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the perfect three-in-one, were all involved in the work of creation. When all is fulfilled they (and we) will rest in heaven, when that moment of completeness … when God “saw that it was good” will come again.  
Earth and Heaven re-united at the end of the age when we too will experience a second Eden, In the book of Revelation we are promised we will “rest from our labours”, that there is a glorious place that awaits us, 
when the complete circle of Creation, Incarnation, Redemption and Revelation will make perfect sense.

In the meantime we need to keep our Holy days, (and even Holy moments) when we stand still, taking time to smell the flowers and live in the present.
A short poem by R S Thomas:  “The Bright Field” 

“I have seen the sun break through to illuminate a small field for a while,

and gone my way and forgotten it.
But that was the pearl of great price, 

the one field that had the treasure in it.  
I realise now that I must give all that I have… to possess it. 
 

Life is not hurrying on to a receding future, 

nor hankering after an imagined past.
It is the turning aside, like Moses, to the miracle of the lit bush,

to a brightness that seemed as transitory as your youth, 

but is really the eternity that awaits you”.
Perhaps we don’t just stop and stare enough, we don’t see and recognise “the brightness”.

In Milton’s “Paradise Lost”, when the fallen angel, Satan, and his squadrons create such havoc, 
two vast armies are drawn up against each other in Heaven, but the strength of the forces of evil are no match 
for God the Father, Son and  Holy Spirit and all the Angels and Archangels and all the heavenly host,

and (I might add) our prayers.  Good always prevails over evil in the end, and Adam and Eve are reinstated in their garden.
Milton wrote:
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date… 
Founded in righteousness and peace and love, 
To bring forth fruits of Joy and eternal Bliss.

As Christians we can be reassured, when we remember Jesus’ words:  “I am with you always, even until the end of the age”.  Like God’s plan for Adam and Eve, and the “day of rest”, God’s design for the future of the world hasn’t been swept away by the bad things that happen …  And we are guardians of that truth and bearers of the hope that we have in Heaven.
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