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‘Love Actually’
Old Testament reading 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death." 

 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions.

 9 Then Moses told Aaron, "Say to the entire Israelite community, 'Come before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.' " 

 10 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud. 

 11 The LORD said to Moses, 12 "I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, 'At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.' " 

 13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. 
      Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.

Gospel Reading   
John 6.24-35
24Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 

 25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?" 

 26Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 

 28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 

 29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

 30So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'[a]" 

 32Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 

 34"Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 

 35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.

SERMON  
You might recognise this,  it is the opening of the film “Love Actually”

“Whenever I get gloomy with the state of the world, I think of the arrivals gate at Heathrow airport.

General opinion is starting to make out that we in live in a world of hatred and greed, but I don’t see that.  It seems to me that love is everywhere.  

Often it’s not particularly dignified or newsworthy.  

But it’s always there, fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, 

husbands and wives, girlfriend, boyfriends …. old friends.

When the planes hit the twin towers, as far as I know, 

none of the phone calls from the people on board 

were messages of hate or revenge…they were all messages of love.

If you look for it,

I’ve got a sneaky feeling that you’ll find that love actually is all around”
I thought of that, because it has been a week full of love.
You may have noticed Holiday Club was going on in the village this week, 
about 45 adults, wearing blue shirts probably looking slightly frazzled, 

have been working with the children and actually having a marvellous time..  
You know…every year, as Holiday Club approaches, I give myself permission 
for it to be my last year being a helper.  
The thought of playing around with glue and sparkly bits 
and cutting out 90 little green leaves just doesn’t hugely appeal, 
at least to begin with!.  
Every year, I think “Mary, surely you can think of better ways to fill your time”.  
Well that’s every year  –  untill the Monday morning – 
when 70 children, not to mention our amazing teenagers, arrive in the hall 
and the fun begins,  and I know that there is no better way 
for anyone to fill their time 
than letting the children come!
In fact, it always turns out to be one of the most joyous weeks of the whole year.  Getting to know the individual children in your group is a marvellous experience.  There are lovely moments of humour and closeness 

and we can all see the children enjoying 
and really understanding the stories about Jesus,
 and that makes it all a lot more than just “worthwhile”.  

On Friday one little girl looked at me with shining eyes and said
 “When I grow up, can I be a helper at Holiday Club?”
She had caught, not just the atmosphere of love, in the hall and on the rec, 
but also a real understanding of Jesus love and forgiveness,

And that’s what it’s all about.
She had understood, at the age of 8, what some people never get to understand.
If we get that  –  then we get everything.
I was speaking to a colleague yesterday 

about how some flowers placed on the altar for a wedding in her church, 

had created a dreadful storm-in-a-teacup that was still raging a year after the event.  She was obviously quite upset about all the anger it had caused 

and just looked at me and said

 “Do you think Jesus would have minded flowers on the altar?”

And that’s it isn’t it?... we can so easily get caught up in completely irrelevant detail.  Jesus knew that  –  when he addresses some of the people 
in the Gospel reading who hadn’t got the message yet about 
who he was and what he stood for.
The reading follows the feeding of the 5,000,  
But now, just the next day, the crowd have pursued Jesus across the lake 
and they want food again. 
But now he doesn’t meet their demands for actual food 
he wants to feed them spiritually instead.  
He wants to talk to them about heaven, about eternal life.  
He wants to explain to them who he is. 
 “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty” 

The exchanges between Jesus and the crowd are fascinating, 
because the crowd speak for us.  
Any of us could be in that crowd, puzzled by Jesus, 
fascinated by him and attracted to him, but confused about who he really was, 
sometimes ignorant, sometimes enthralled. 
Wanting more, but also wanting to keep our distance.
I suppose broadly speaking the attitudes towards Jesus 

represent three different personality types
 when it comes to how we respond to Him.

The first lot just came for the bread and Jesus could tell.  

He said: "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, 

not because you saw miraculous signs,

but because you ate the loaves and had your fill”. 

They could be called the Materialists,

some of the people who followed him were still hoping for a political saviour.
They wanted a solution to all that was wrong in society, 
plus free food, and material goodies. 
For them Jesus was perhaps going to be a supplier of their needs, 
They knew the story of God sending Manna to feed their ancestors. 
Maybe they hoped Jesus was the new Moses for their day.
They must have seen great potential, for a leader 
who could bring bread from Heaven. 
He could lead an army that would never have to worry about supply-lines, 
he could keep any population under his control. He could rule the world! 

In fact, when the crowd arrived, they probably were genuinely hungry,

so it was a bit different to our modern day obsession with food.

Because how much time do we spend in any one week thinking about food, 
reading recipes, shopping, cooking, eating, 
watching cookery programs on TV 
….and against that:  how many hours praying?
Some of the materialists in the crowd must have turned away grumbling, 
like the Israelites in the desert, because they equated food with love.
‘Then some of them asked "What must we do to do the works God requires?"’
Perhaps they represent the legalists among us.  
Not so interested in a free lunch, they wanted a list of rules they could hang on to.  
Perhaps religion, by its very nature, draws some people
who are really looking for a strong leader to call the shots –

and take over their lives, and tell them what they can and can’t do.  
Sometimes cults spring up, led by a control freak 
who turns his followers into some sort of clones of himself. 
If you don’t want a deep relationship with God
Its simpler to find a powerful leader and memorize a set of rules.  
Jesus came to build relationships, not rules. 
When the crowd demanded a list of works,
"What must we do, to do the works God requires?"
Jesus just said, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
in other words to “engage with me, get to know me”.

Jesus wants a genuinely close loving relationship with us. 
The kind of relationship that can’t be bought with material things,

and can’t be built on rules. 
The materialists wanted the bread more than they wanted the giver of the bread. 
The legalists wanted the law but not the giver of the law. 

One more group were identified by Jesus that day. 
They were what we might call the sensationalists. 

They asked Jesus an absurd question: 
"What miraculous sign then, will you give, that we may see it and believe you?
 What will you do?” 

Think about it. The day before Jesus had fed over 5,000 people with 2 fish and 5 rolls. 
They were all full, and there were baskets and baskets of leftovers. 
The very next day, they are asking him for a sign! 
Obviously the miracle of feeding the 5,000 gave them enough faith
to climb into boats and go across the lake to find Jesus. 
But yesterday’s miracle wasn’t enough to last until the next morning. 
There are plenty of Pentecostal and Charismatic church doing really well –

because people love the theatre of the amazing happening.   
Keep them “wowed” and you’ll keep them around; 
when things get boring they lose interest. 
These people crave spiritual excitement. 
They love spectacular entertainment, and new experiences all the time.
They want Jesus to take them from one mountaintop experience to the next --

with no valleys in between. 
They want all kinds of rewards but no rules and no responsibility.  
I have to confess that to some extent I can identify with this group.  
I too, long for wonderful miracles and healings, 
but that’s not the foundation of our faith.  
The foundation of our faith is our relationship with Jesus.

And that’s what the Apostles had, they weren’t there for fish and chips, 
or to start a Jewish revolt against Rome, 
or to find a new list of rules and regulations, 
or just to witness a miracle-fest. 
They were there because they believed, and they knew Jesus really well;

they knew He was the Messiah  –  the Bread of Life. 
All they needed was what they already had, the real deal  – Jesus himself.
And hopefully we are there, too, not for the gifts Jesus can give us,
but for what he can be to us.
We might think that the children come to holiday club for the ice-cream 

or the songs and games, 
Or because their parents have told them they have got to.
But the evidence of my eyes and ears, is that it’s much more than that, 
they are genuinely interested in Jesus, in the stories, 
and in the sort of person he was.. and is, 
they have a real sense that he plays a big part in their lives and that he loves them.
That’s largely down to Christine and Katharine 

and others in the school, who work with them.
So let us adults remember too, that love actually is all around. 

Lets not just be there for Jesus with the soup kitchen, or Jesus the cult leader, or Jesus the miracle-worker. Let’s engage with Jesus the man. 
The son of God who loves us, “the bread of life “
Let us say, from now on give us this bread…

In his explanation to the fickle crowd, Jesus pointed to the Communion Service that he would institute just before his death. 


So remember his words as we take Communion today. 
We are saying, “Yes, I believe you are the Bread of Life.” 
Jesus Himself is the nourishment that gives us spiritual life, and eternal life. 
“With a love stronger than death, he opened wide his arms on the cross”
And if we accept that he is the bread of life, 

then bread is an every day thing, not a once-a-week thing, 

So Jesus stops being a Sunday only “acquaintance” 
and becomes an everyday “friend”
who we love actually.
MC
