DEVOTED TO JESUS? (John 12:1-12)

Reading:
Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived in Bethany, where Lazarus lived, the man whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of very expensive perfume made of pure nard and anointed Jesus' feet. She wiped his feet with her hair, and the house became filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, who was going to betray him, said, "Why wasn't this perfume sold for 300 denarii and the money given to the destitute?" He said this, not because he cared about the destitute, but because he was a thief. He was in charge of the moneybag and would steal what was put into it. Then Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. For you will always have the destitute with you, but you will not always have me." When the large crowd of Jews realized that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the high priests planned to kill Lazarus, too, since he was the reason why so many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day the large crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming into Jerusalem. 
(John 12:1-12)

 (For the sermon below this reading had been viewed as an enactment on video) 
Sermon
I had a look on the internet at the costs of perfume this week.

You can buy 100ml of Chanel No 5 for £95.64 online.

And you can buy 150 ml of John Lewis’ most expensive perfume, called Acqua di Parma, for £220.  
As my wife knows, neither of those are going to be appearing in our bathroom cupboard anytime soon.

And just in case any men here are wishing that I hadn’t mentioned these products in front of the women in their lives,
Here’s one which might worry you a bit more. 

Have a look at the Clive Christian range sometime. 
You’ll find that just 50 ml of their No1 perfume costs £477.50. 

But here’s the really frightening thing:  that product is part of a men’s skincare range….. 

We heard in the video that a pound of perfume was used. 

That’s about a pint. 

So I thought I’d work out how much a pint of 
  Clive Christian No1 perfume might cost.  
Any guesses?

50 ml costs £477.50

So 1 ml costs £9.55

There are 473 mls in a pint.
So a pint of Clive Christian No1 perfume would cost £4,517.

If you had a pint of that you would probably be rather careful about what you did with it.

Now, think of the perfume owned by the woman Mary at Lazarus’s house.

About a pound of oil of nard, a precious perfume made from the roots of rare and costly aromatic plants found in India. 
About one pint of this most expensive perfume.

It was so expensive that the greedy Judas could see it only in terms of financial value. 

He reckoned it as about a year’s wages for the average working man.

Worth much, much, more than even a pint of  Clive Christian No1 perfume for men.

Yet what does Mary do with it? 

She puts all of it into a bowl, 
 dips a ball of cloth into it, 
and washes Jesus’ feet with it.
She empties a year’s wages worth of perfume into a bowl and uses it to wash his feet.

No wonder that the fragrance of it filled the house.
This was an incredibly extravagant thing to do.

Simply washing Jesus’ feet with water would have been a wonderful act of service.

Jesus walked a lot and feet got a pretty rough deal in those days.

It was hot and dirty.
Feet were pretty unpleasant.

So even untying the thongs of someone else’s sandals was seen as a job for those of the lowest status. 

A job for slaves and servants. 

And actually washing someone else’s feet was a job for the lowest of those.

But Mary was someone who was close to Jesus.

She was no slave.

For her to choose to wash his feet was a real act of service, 
an act of devotion, 

an act of love for someone she recognised as being special beyond all comparison. 

An act of worship.

An act of recognition which demanded far more than using only water.

An act of devotion which demanded the most precious of her possessions.

And she felt compelled to perform it there and then.

Jesus gives a hint to his future, saying that she should keep what was left and use it to anoint his body for burial.

But, for Mary, Jesus was alive with her there and then and she had to show her devotion to him, there and then.

It raises some thoughts for us here.
We’ve come here today to worship.

To show our own devotion to Jesus.

And, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we know that he is here with us.

Jesus is with us when we meet every Sunday, 
and he’s with us every other day too.

And he is devoted to each one of us.

But, we can be a bit half hearted in our devotion to him.

Half hearted in our giving of money to the work of his church.

Half hearted in our love for our neighbour. 

Half hearted in our giving of praise and worship back to Jesus.

Perhaps we’re a bit too comfortable.

Perhaps it’s all too familiar.

Perhaps we tend to forget just what we have to be thankful to Jesus for.

But that’s not the case everywhere in the world.

I want to show you a short clip of something that happened in Haiti just over a week ago. 
A devastated place where comfort is rare, 
yet people have realised afresh just what they have to be thankful to Jesus for.

You will hear that it was a nation brought to its knees.

And it would be natural to think of that as a reference to the effect of the earthquake on the national infrastructure and Government.  

But you will see that it actually means brought to their knees in prayer,

brought to turn to God,

and that God was pleased to hear them.

As you watch it, I invite you to ask yourself how much you show your own devotion to Jesus. 

If you are reading this online please view the clip now at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30rWm84z-zg
A people who have turned again to God, got down on their knees and prayed. The Holy Spirit raining down and the people worshipping with passion, raising their arms in the air in praise to God.

We’ve been reminded of the words of the baptismal declarations today.

They’ve been said on behalf of Caitlin for her future life.

But in Haiti we have seen them enacted in people’s lives in the present:
the evil of the occult was renounced, 

voodoo priests rejected the devil, the way of darkness and all rebellion against God.
The people repented of their sins and truly turned to Christ, 
thousands of them came to Christ for the first time, 

as the way the truth and the life.

A president humbled himself on his knees before God.

What happened in Haiti mirrored what we saw in Mary in Lazarus’ house. 

It was an act of devotion, an act of love as more than a million people recognised Jesus as special beyond all comparison. 

An act of worship.

An act of recognition which demanded everything from those who responded.

An act of devotion which will have changed the lives of all who took part. 

And here today, we have embraced Caitlin into that same life of worship and adoration.

An act which will change her life.
Earlier, we sang together something which might be our prayer for ourselves, for Caitlin, for each other and for all mankind. Have a look now at the words of ‘Lord the light of your love is shining’ and see them as prayer:

Lord, the light of your love is shining in the midst of the darkness, shining:

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us. 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us.
That is a prayer which our God responds to. 

We’ve seen the people of Haiti, still suffering, yet set free from darkness by the truth and the light that is Jesus Christ.

So in a world fixated, like Judas, on the financial value of things,

a world where people pay £477.50 for 50ml of perfume, 

we can look to the people of Haiti 
and we can look to Mary 

and we can choose to respond to the light of Christ, 

not by counting the cost, 

but with the extravagant generosity of Mary 

and, like her, we can all learn to truly relish time spent with Jesus. Amen
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