9th March 2011
Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more
Readings:

2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. For he says, "In the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favour, now is the day of salvation. We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

John 8:1-11
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." 

So...

Jesus is expected to reply....

“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery,

Now, in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such a woman.

What do you say?”

We know it to be a trap.  

A trial of Jesus.

But what of the other trials going on here?

A trial of the woman... should she be stoned?

A trial of these men..... what guilt lays behind their action?

Behind those trials there is a common strand of ……fear.

The men are frightened by Jesus...

He is shifting the balance...

He is speaking of love... of closeness to the poor and of a relationship with His Father...

People are attracted to Jesus... beginning to believe in Him...

Believe that he is the long-awaited Messiah...

So are the men frightened because Jesus is drawing closer to the poor, the people without a voice within society?

Are they frightened that they might lose the control of these people, their power over them? 

Are they frightened that he could instigate a revolt?

Yes, to all those things. 

But don’t we each sometimes fear that Jesus might instigate such a revolt within us? 

Fear that if we respond fully to our attraction to him and let him closer we too might feel a shifting of balance,

 a losing of control.

So, fearful, we fall back on the familiar and make a judgement, just as those men had done.

And any judgement implies a distinction, a separation...

A good one...  A bad one...

Superior.... Inferior...

We know .... They do not...

But the Lord became flesh not to separate but to become close...

“The word became flesh and lived among us”....

And he said…

“Be compassionate as my Father is compassionate; do not judge and you shall not be judged... Do not condemn and you shall not be condemned... Forgive and it will be forgiven to you”.

The men want Jesus to judge the woman....  

perhaps we want him to judge the men…

Yet Jesus does neither... 

Jesus is silent...

And the woman remains before him, 

vulnerable, exposed, fearful, 

even as, one by one, the men walk away....

Then Jesus speaks “Woman where are they? Has anyone condemned you?”

“No one” she replies...

Perhaps there is a pause…

Then he says “Neither do I condemn you”....  

“Go and sin no more”...

Words of Jesus...filled with kindness and understanding ...

Yet never approving her adultery...

Wanting the woman to see for herself the error of her ways 

and recognise her true value, both to self and to God.....

Wanting her to live, but not with guilt...

Wanting her only to know what she has done wrong 

and to learn that she is forgiven...

That she is not judged...

That she is forgiven...

That she can is set free, free to love...

Love God..

Love her husband...

Love those around her...

All because Jesus loves her.....

With the men, we discovered that Jesus overcomes the separation that comes from judgement.

With the woman, we discover that Jesus overcomes the separation that comes from guilt.

Many of us struggle with guilt...

Guilt for behaviours...

Guilt for actions...

Guilt for thoughts...

Guilt because we do not love as Jesus loves us...

And the woman in the story?....

She symbolises each one of us...

Because, like adulterers, we turn away from God’s love and desire for us...

We look wherever we wish, but not at Him…

We continue to hurt ourselves and hide from the love of Jesus.

And we feel guilt and we allow it to condemn us.

Yet, guilt has no more power to condemn us than does a stone dropped by a departing man.

And Jesus in his love for us says...

“Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more”....
As we enter Lent we come with our guilt and we come with our separation.

If we are to come with penitence it is right that we recognise our sin.

Yet, it can never separate us and it can never condemn us, we who joyfully receive the gift of forgiveness that Jesus freely offers to each one of us...

St Paul encourages us with these words:

Be reconciled to God. 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

So, now, for 40 days and for 40 nights, and for evermore,

 do not listen to the voice of condemnation or guilt.

Listen only to the one who says “Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more”....
AW
