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22nd May 2011
Trust in Me

Readings:
Acts 7.55-60

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

John 14.1-14
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
2 In my Father’s house are many rooms;
 if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me. 
7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you are not just my own. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 
12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 
He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 
14 You may ask me for anything in my name, 
and I will do it.
SERMON

A photographer was assigned by a newspaper 

to take pictures of a forest fire. 

The editor told him a small plane would be waiting at the airport to fly him over the fire.

Sure enough the photographer arrived at the airstrip to find a small Cessna waiting. 
He jumped in with his camera bag and shouted, “Let’s go!” 
The pilot, a tense-looking young chap, turned the plane into the wind, 
and soon they were in the air, but flying quite erratically.

Not paying too much attention to the way the pilot was flying,
the photographer directed him where to go. 
“Fly over the north side of the fire,” he said,
 “and make several low-level passes.”

  Looking at the smoke and blazing fire, the nervous pilot exclaimed,
 “Are you sure? Why would you want me to do that?”

  “Because I’m going to take pictures!” yelled the photographer. 
“I’m a photographer, and photographers take pictures.”

  With an even more worried look on his face, the pilot replied, 
“You mean you’re not the flight instructor?”
 When life takes you flying into trouble you’ll want to know who’s there with you.                          Is it someone who just wants to get a good look at the troubles you’re going through,      or is it someone who can really help you face them?   Someone you can trust,                                                   and someone who has your best interests at heart?
Jesus says “Do not let your hearts be troubled …but trust in me”.   

In the first reading Stephen knew exactly who was with him, he said 

“I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7.55-60)
Most of us are not so clearly aware of who is with us, 
but Jesus assures the disciples (and us) of his love for us, both now and in the future, 

he tells his disciples what will happen to them after their death, 

that they will follow him where he is going,

“ In my Father’s house are many rooms; 
…I am going there to prepare a place for you”.  

I wonder …Have you ever thought what that “place for you” would be like?  

For some of you the place would be a lovely outside space, 

maybe a hammock in a wood, or a beautiful garden or landscape, 

perhaps even a sun-lounger on a beach?  

For others it might be a room, maybe with a billiard table and big soft leather sofas, 

a dart board, beer in the fridge and a wide screen television? 

For me it would be a really big comfortable bedroom with crisp linen sheets, 

fresh flowers, beautiful pictures, 

and a stack of novels that I haven’t got round to reading yet.

The thought of Jesus providing a space just for us is quite amazing, 

he knows us better than we know ourselves, 

so he would know exactly what we would like! 

I think it’s a bit like those coupons that arrive from the supermarket 

that offer you money off your favourite things, 

it’s quite spooky really… but nice too! 

they know  I buy posh cat food because I have a ridiculous snooty cat.

They know I like ‘almond flavour’ “Oats ‘n More”.

They know I like comice pears.

Of course it’s clever, they have a record of everything 
that I have ever bought on my loyalty card…  
Remember … big brother is watching you!

But I think when we get to heaven it will be even more clever 

and there will be things we are given we don’t even know we like!

It’s really hard isn’t it …to believe all that 
and really take in the fact that Jesus loves us that much.

I missed the Letton Hall weekend and I have had to catch up by reading the talks, 
some of you have told me you are still thinking about some of the things Robin said.  
One of the topics that really struck me was all about self-esteem, 
or more particularly, low-self-esteem!

Robin is one of the teachers on the clergy Leadership Programme
for stipendiary vicars, who are quite new at the job.  

He spoke about the fact the even though there are so many topics covered 
there was one particular subject that was really important to those vicars…

and that is how much God loves them. 

Over the course of three of four of these programmes, 

the thing that has surprised him more than anything, 

is the need these clergy have, to know they are dearly loved children of God.

The course, spread over six months, 

starts with the basic assumption that nobody can lead anyone anywhere 

or live any sort of Christian life without first knowing they are loved by God.  

And whilst you might think a bunch of clergy would know it - they don't, 

or they sort of do, but they've forgotten it.  

The teaching about leadership is very helpful, 

but the bit of the course that really sets these men and women up 
for life back in the parish, 

is being reminded of who they are and what they're about.  

They need to hear this voice from heaven saying, 

'I love you, and I delight in your company.' 
There they are, faithfully doing God’s work, 

quietly slaving away, week by week, year after year, 
some of them in quite isolated situations.  

And they have forgotten that God loves them, 
and really need to be reminded of it!

If it’s like that for them, how much more is it like that for the rest of us?  

The leadership team here all did a psychological test a few weeks ago 

and one of the facts that gradually emerged when we unpicked all the information 

was that in some way or other each one of us felt not quite as good as the others, 

we all felt under pressure when leading or preaching or playing (or whatever we do) .. 

every one of us feeling not quite good enough … 

and wishing we were more like so-and-so.

I think it’s also true to say that not one of us felt “Holy” enough to be doing what we do! 

I hope that is an encouragement to you, 
because you also might not feel “holy enough” in some way or other; 
 well, join the club!
Jesus love for us, is so all encompassing… we can’t really take it in, 

But what we most need in life is to understand that fact, 

not just to have once realised it, or to “sort of know it might be true”, 

but to know in the very core of our being 
Jesus loves me, not just “us”…. me!  

and not just “me” cleaned up, wearing my best clothes and on my best behaviour, 

but also me, scruffy in my jim-jams, on Monday morning, when no one is looking!

He loves you just the same…

Ralph Waldo Emerson (the philosopher) said 

“Our chief want is someone who will inspire us to be what we know we could be”.

(For us that is “the way, the truth and the life”!) 
We really can’t reach our full potential 
until we realise that God loves us with a passion.

As Robin said, 'If you keep in mind your beloved-ness, 
you can deal with failure without losing your identity, 

because your identity is that you are “the beloved.” 

Jesus says 'I have loved you with an everlasting love.' 

That love was there before you were born … and will be there after you die.'

It's the ultimate form of security, without which you will never be truly free.

And it's the affirmation you need, without which you will never truly be at peace.

Henry Ford said, 
'Whether you believe you can, or whether you believe you can't - you're right.'

If we don’t believe in ourselves it’s hard to make good things happen.

So find out where Jesus wants you to go, what God wants you to do, 
and start believing you can.

Also in the reading Jesus says “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me 
will do what I have been doing”
That might sound rather scary, but it doesn’t mean we have to be 

super-Holy, perfect, above reproach …. in order to do what Jesus did, 

it doesn’t…. it just means we have to have faith and be obedient, 

and anyway we don’t need to think that we are doing it all anyway, 

we know that God does whatever we do in his name through us.

Unfortunately though, we do try to find good reasons for not doing those things!

God knows us through and through, he knows what holds us back, 

and he also knows how we could be 
if only we were released from our uncertainty about our selves. 

He knows the sky is the limit, and he is a brilliant flight instructor.
Because he knows that you are much better than you think you are!
Through him we can have a tremendous impact on the lives of others 

and on the world around us, 
even on just one person or on just one situation.  

We are all called in some way or another, 

we all have the ability to do what he did, even if to begin with, in only small ways.  

God will never give us something to do which we are incapable of doing, 

because we only ever do it with his love and encouragement and practical help, 

little by little, step by step. “Do not let your hearts be troubled but trust in me”.   

Im very glad I don’t have to learn to fly a plane like the man in the story.                                    (I can hardly manage a shopping trolley solo.)                                                                        

But whatever we do we really want the assurance that the person beside us,                    cares for us, loves us, guides us.                                                                                           He knows what we are doing and where we are going. 

He is not just someone who wants just to get a good look at the trouble we are in.               He is someone who has the power to help us in all that we do!
Jesus said we may ask me for anything in His name, and He will do it.

Thank God for that!
MA
