Good Friday  Meditation  2007

1)
Jesus is condemned to death

 Pilate said to them: “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  
All of them said: “Let him be crucified!”  
Then he asked: “What evil has he done?”  
But they shouted all the more: “Let him be crucified!”
So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified.  (Matthew 27:22-23,26)
MEDITATION
We know this scene of condemnation all too well:
we see it played out in small ways in our own lives
But questions trouble our hearts:

Why does God allow himself to be condemned?
Why does God, the Almighty, 
show himself clothed with weakness?
Why does God let himself be the victim of pride, insolence
and human arrogance? 

Why does God remain silent?

God’s silence pains us,
it is our testing and trial.
But it is also what purifies
our hasty judgments,
and heals our thirst for revenge.

God’s silence is the soil in which our pride dies
and true faith springs up,
a humble faith, a faith which does not challenge God,
but surrenders to him with childlike trust.

Silence

PRAYER
Lord, 
how easy it is to condemn.
How easy to throw stones:
the stones of judgment and slander,
the stones of indifference and neglect 
Lord, you chose to stand on the losing side,
on the side of the ignominious and the condemned. 

Help us never to cause pain to our vulnerable brothers and sisters.
Help us to take a courageous stand in defense of the weak.
Help us to reject the water of Pilate, which does not cleanse our hands
but sullies them with innocent blood. 
2)
Jesus takes up his Cross  

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him.  They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.  They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying: “Hail, King of the Jews!”.  They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led him away to crucify him. 

(Matthew. 27:27-31)
MEDITATION
In Christ’s passion, hatred was unleashed:
our own, and the hatred of all humanity. 
In Christ’s passion,
our evil recoils before goodness,
our pride withers in the face of humility,
our depravity is undone by God’s radiant clarity. 

We, in our silly rebellion,
we, with our foolish sins,
have made a cross of our own anxiety
and our own unhappiness: we devised our own punishment.

But God takes the cross upon his shoulders, our cross,
and he confronts us with the power of his love.

Silence


PRAYER
Lord Jesus, you entered human history
and found it hostile to you, defiant towards God,
maddened by the pride which leads us to think
that we stand as tall.... as our shadow! 

Lord Jesus, you did not attack us,
but let yourself be attacked by us,
by me, by everyone! 

Heal me, Jesus, by your patience,
cure me by your humility,
cut me down to my rightful size,
that of a creature, a tiny creature 
... yet the object of your infinite love!
3)
Jesus is nailed to the Cross
 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there.  And over his head they put the charge against him, which read: “This is Jesus the King of the Jews”. Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right hand and one on the left.  And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying:
“You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself!  If you are the Son of God, come down from the Cross”.  
So also the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him, saying:
“He saved others; he cannot save himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the Cross and we will believe in him”. Matthew 27:35-42 

MEDITATION
The hands that blessed everyone are now nailed to the cross;
the feet that walked everywhere, bringing hope and love,
are now bound to the stake. 

Why, O Lord? 
Because of love!
Why your passion?
Because of love!
Why your cross?
Because of love! 

Lord, why didn’t you come down from the cross,
to respond to our taunts?
I did not come down from the cross,
because then I would have made power
the lord of the world, whereas love alone is the power
capable of changing the world.

Why, Lord, did you pay this dreadful price?
To tell you that God is Love, 
infinite Love, all-powerful Love.
Do you believe me?
4) Jesus dies on the cross   
Silence

5)   Jesus is taken down from the Cross
There were also many women there, looking on from afar, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him.
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them: 
“The Son of man is to be delivered  into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day”. (Matthew 27:55, 57-58) 

MEDITATION
The deed is done: we have killed Jesus 

And Christ’s wounds continue to sting in Mary’s heart, 
as one sorrow envelops both Mother and Child. 

The sorrowing Mother and her Son! The scene cries out to us, 

We almost seem to feel compassion for God
and yet – once again – it is God who feels compassion for us.

Our pain is no longer hopeless, nor will it ever be hopeless again,
for God has come to suffer with us. And with God, can we ever be hopeless?

Silence

PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
in your Son you embrace every son and daughter,
and share in our anguish throughout the world.
your tears continue to fall in every age;
they bathe the faces and mirror the grief of every man and woman.


We have known sorrow ... yet we still believe! 
We believe that clouds do not darken the sun,
We believe that night gives way to dawn.
Lead us in the song that conquers sorrow
We pray that we too may experience 
the infectious power of true hope.

